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Pennsylvania sexual offense laws
and criminal justice system take into
consideration of individuals with an
IDD who are charged with a sexual

offense.

NO LEGAL
PROTECTION

 Estimate percentage of individuals with
intellectual developmental disabilities who

commit sexual crimes.
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3% - 15% OFFENSE RATE

They over-identify with children, as a result
of their own developmental immaturity.
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control and empathy which can impair the

individual's ability to understand the
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The over-representation of this
group in prison populations appears

to be a major current concern of
social science researchers.
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“Registration can have particularly
devastating effects on autistic

people’s lives: It further isolates and
stigmatizes them, and also limits

their access to services and
benefits.”- Mark Mahoney
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Laws do not take disabilities into
consideration.

Lack of community based resources,
therapy, etc.

General lack of education by
professionals.

A BROKEN SYSTEM

Development of Diversion Programs
Educate judges and DA’s, etc.
Legislation to take into account of said
circumstances
Registry Removal

FIXING THE ISSUE

Lack of organizations being aware of
this issue.

Lack of a thorough screening process
in the criminal justice system.
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